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Every person has shortcomings, but how many of us
want our personal failures told to others? Yet, one of the
easiest habits to acquire—and one of the hardest to
break—is to broadcast the sins of others. On the one
hand, no one likes his/her faults to be broadcast; yet, on
the other hand, the world is full of broadcasters.

Since verbal communication is integral to
relationships, the Bible gives clear guidelines for our
speech, including the possibility of relating others’ sins.
In Matthew 7:12, Jesus gave The Golden Rule, a
foundational principle for all personal interaction, which
obviously includes verbal communication.

Matthew 7:12, “So whatever you wish that others
would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law
and the Prophets.”

That is easy to understand. We are to treat others as
we want them to treat us. If we don’t want our sins
broadcast, we should not indiscriminately communicate
others’ failures.

That’s not to say that others’ sins should never be
communicated. There are certain circumstances that
necessitate reporting to proper authorities, especially in
situations that are related to the law and public safety.
(For example: child molestation, witnessing a crime or
accident, family violence, threats against life or property,
abuse of any kind, or responding to inquiries related to
official investigations.)

WORDS BUILD UP OR TEAR DOWN

Most of our daily communication, however, is not
related to legal matters. Speech primarily occurs in the
context of relationships. In addition to The Golden Rule,
the Bible provides many guidelines that are foundational
to constructive communication. Before exploring the
possibility of communicating one person’s sins to
another, let’s review a primary aspect of God-honoring
speech.

Ephesians 4:29, Let no corrupting talk come out of
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up,
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those
who hear.

We cannot overlook the value of habitually building
up others instead of tearing them down. We should learn
to speak to the need of the moment in order to give grace
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to the hearers. With others in mind, we need to think
about what we should say and what we should not say.
Many of us may believe that what we do say is usually
constructive, but we could not prove that assertion
without an examination of our speech.

WORDS MIRROR CHARACTER

When speech is accurately evaluated, personal
character is also revealed, as the following verse
indicates.

Luke 6:45 (stated by Jesus), “The good person out of
the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the
evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for
out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks.” [emphasis added]

We should not be surprised that “what we say”
reveals “who we are.” Words reveal one’s heart (one’s
true self) much like a thermometer indicates temperature.

WORDS REVEAL AUTHENTIC LOVE ... OR NOT

In order to examine our words accurately, we need an
unchanging standard of evaluation. In 1 Corinthians 13,
the “love chapter,” fifteen characteristics of love provide
a measure by which we can evaluate our words as well as
many other aspects of life and relationships.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, Love is patient and kind, love
does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It
does not insist on its own way;, it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends.

Let’s make this examination personal for greater
effectiveness. Do the fifteen attributes of love in
1 Corinthians 13 mirror your behavior and, specifically,
your speech? While no one perfectly meets this “love
standard,” does your speech indicate consistent growth as
a loving person? If not, then your words will mirror “love
stagnation” and reveal the primary interest of your life,
which is yourself. If the primary characteristic of your life
can be summarized by, “It’s all about me,” then you will
not be helping anyone (including yourself) if you
broadcast others’ sins.

With 1 Corinthians 13 in mind, the first thing you
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should consider before communicating the faults of others
is to ask yourself, “How loving am 1?” You can find
practical steps to maximize the effectiveness of the 1
Corinthians 13 “Love Test” in the article “Are You a
Loving Person?” which is at:

http://www.wordtruth.net/PDF/Are you a Loving Person.pdf

When love is growing in your life, you will be able to
“cover sins” (not broadcast them) in your interaction with
others.

Proverbs 17:9, Whoever covers an offense seeks love,
but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.

1 Peter 4:8, Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.

WORDS ARE HYPOCRITICAL OR HELPFUL

As you mature in biblical love, there is another
evaluation you should undertake before responding to
another’s sins. This evaluation involves judging yourself
biblically and is accomplished by answering two
questions: (1) What sins hinder my growth in Christ?

(2) What steps am I taking to overcome these hindrances?

If you cannot identify your own shortcomings or if
you know them and are not taking steps to change, then
you are actually a hypocrite who highlights others’
failures while not dealing with your own. Ouch! While
that conclusion is rather blunt and may even sound harsh,
read the following words of Jesus on this subject.

Matthew 7:1-5, “Judge not, that you be not judged.
For with the judgment you pronounce you will be
Judged, and with the measure you use it will be
measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in
your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in
your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother,
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when there is
the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly
to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”

This passage does not mean that it is impossible to
judge whether or not a person commits a crime (for
example: robbery, assault and battery, breaking and
entering, kidnapping, etc.). Crimes are easily recognized,
since written law is the standard by which this judgment
can be made.

On the other hand, your judgment concerning a
“speck in your brother’s eye” is concerned with another’s
personal failures in life and relationships. If you do not
remove “logs” from your own eye (your life), then you
are unable to see clearly with regard to another person’s
shortcomings. If you broadcast another’s sin(s) with this
deficient perspective, you will not be helpful since you

are not able to speak “the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth.”

If you want to be helpful and truthful with regard to
others’ sins, diligently follow Jesus as you make Christ-
like changes in your own life out of your loving
thankfulness to Him.

Hebrews 12:1-2, Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.

Obviously, there is more to consider with regard to
communicating the faults of others than is usually
considered.

If you are a believer in Christ, you have two other
responses to consider when you become aware of
another’s sin(s). The first response involves your
willingness to forgive. The second includes your
participation to help restore another believer who has
been overtaken in sin.

WORDS AND FORGIVENESS GO TOGETHER

You can be tempted to tell others when a person fails,
especially when this failure affects you. Even though that
temptation is common, you do not have to respond
according to your feelings. Instead, remind yourself of the
following promise from God’s Word.

1 Corinthians 10:13, No temptation has overtaken
you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but
with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it.

A primary “way of escape” with regard to the
temptation of broadcasting sins is, instead, to grant
forgiveness. Biblical forgiveness involves a choice on
your part, since forgiveness means “to let go, send away,
disregard, or to keep no longer.” You may remember
sin(s) committed against you when you grant forgiveness
but, thankfully, biblical forgiveness is not linked to
having a blank memory about the sin(s). Instead,
forgiveness follows the example of Christ and, in the
process, helps to disarm sin’s power that hinders your
growth in Christ. Additionally, when you grant
forgiveness, you provide opportunity for relationships to
be restored.

If you are a believer in Christ, you know that you are
a “project under construction.” Other believers are in that
same category, and unbelievers are a “project before
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construction.” Would you welcome forgiveness from
others when you fail? Of course you would, so The
Golden Rule should guide you in responding to others
when they fail ... forgive them.

Forgiveness is not only pivotal to on-going
relationships with others, but forgiveness of others is also
directly linked to your fellowship with the Lord.

Mark 11:25-26, “And whenever you stand praying,
forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that
your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you
your trespasses.”

Due to God’s merciful forgiveness on your behalf,
you and other believers have opportunity to gratefully
forgive one another as the following verse indicates.

Ephesians 4:32, Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God
forgave you.

Forgiveness is not an option for a believer; it is a
directive given by God for His children to obey. Your
willingness to forgive is directly linked to your
understanding and appreciation of Christ’s forgiveness to
you. Even in situations that seemingly take you to the
limit of your endurance, you are to respond in
forgiveness.

Luke 17:3-4, “Pay attention to yourselves! If your
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive
him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day,
and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,” you
must forgive him.”

With regard to your friends who are not yet believers,
remember that their very nature is to sin. Your response
of forgiveness and Christ-centered counsel to them in
their shortcomings may be the avenue by which they can
see the difference that Jesus has made in your life. On the
other hand, if you are a believer and broadcast others’
failures simply for communication’s sake, your witness
for Christ is greatly hindered. Granting forgiveness
provides an avenue for others to see the life of Christ in
you.

Matthew 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world. A
city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand,
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.”

WORDS ASSIST RESTORATION

Forgiveness is the first response that you can give to
someone who has sinned, whether that person is a

believer or an unbeliever. The second response is to
restore the person who has failed.

Galatians 6:1-2, Brothers, if anyone is caught in any
transgression, you who are spiritual should restore
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself,
lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.

In the above verse, notice that only believers “who
are spiritual” are qualified for the ministry of restoration.
Even though there is more to being “spiritual” than
growing in love, granting forgiveness, and biblically
evaluating one’s own life with a view to greater Christ-
likeness, these characteristics are basic to those “who are
spiritual.” Hopefully, this describes you. If so, then you
are spiritually qualified to restore another gently, as you
remain aware of your own life while you help another
carry another’s burdens.

Even though it may be difficult, be ready to
communicate with the one who has failed in order to help
in the process of restoration. This is the subject of
Matthew 18:15-17, a passage which specifically deals
with a fellow believer who has sinned against you.

Matthew 18:15-17, “If your brother sins against you,
go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But
if he does not listen, take one or two others along with
you, that every charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector.”

Note the three-step communication plan that is
presented in the above passage. First, you are to
communicate privately to the believer who has sinned.
You only bring in others when the sinning believer will
not repent. Even then, only one or two other believers
(those who are spiritual) are to accompany you in your
second attempt to try to convince a sinning believer of his
need to repent. Only after a believer fails to listen to you
(with witnesses present) are you to communicate a
believer’s lack of repentance to a larger group; and, in this
situation, that group is the church. (The word “church” is
understood differently, often meaning a membership
organization that is recognized or incorporated by a
governmental entity. However, in the context of restoring
a fellow believer, the term “those who are spiritual”—
Galatians 6:1-2—is the qualification for those in the
church who help to restore another.)

Those in the larger group who hear of this situation
may communicate with the one has failed for the purpose
of encouragement toward repentance. They may also
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speak with one another with regard to the progress of the
restoration attempt. If the restoration process succeeds
and the fallen believer confesses his sin, then those
involved can give thanks to the Lord together. If the
restoration process reveals a persistently unrepentant
believer, then on-going communication about the matter
is to cease.

SUMMARY
e  WHY should you communicate the sins of others?

The primary reason to speak about another’s sin(s) is
that person’s restoration to God and others. You could
seek counsel from other maturing believers to help you
communicate and respond biblically with the one who is
“overtaken in a fault.” You do not need to tell all the
details that you know of another’s sins, but you should
say enough to gain insight concerning your
responsibilities in the situation.

e  WHEN should you communicate the sins of
others?

Any communication about another person’s sin(s) is
done after you examine yourself biblically and have
responded toward greater Christ-likeness in your own life.
This personal evaluation must include your willingness to
forgive the one who has sinned. If you will not forgive,
then any communication about another’s shortcomings
should not occur until you have repented of your own lack
of forgiveness.

e HOW should you communicate the sins of
others?

Y our communication concerning another’s
shortcomings is to be characterized by merciful
forgiveness and is to be done privately with the person
who has sinned. If you are speaking with someone who
does not yet believe in Christ, you should explain what it
means to believe in Christ for salvation. If you are
speaking with a professing believer, then you should
explain the need for confession of sin and a return to
obeying the Word of God.

CONCLUSION

In communicating the sins of others, the key factor is
not their sins but, instead, is your on-going maturity in
Christ. Your devotion to Him and your love for the one
overtaken in sin are the reasons behind your participation
in the restoration process. As you follow Christ’s
example, your perspective about others’ sins will echo
His statement to an unnamed woman who was “overtaken
in a fault.” Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go and
sin no more.”

Communicating the Sins of Others: Why, When, & How? © 2008 WordTruth, Inc—http://www.wordtruth.net

Page 4

Verses from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 Version by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers



	Words build up or tear down

	Words mirror character

	Words reveal authentic love … or not

	Communicating the Sins 

	of others

	Why, When, & How

	Words are hypocritical or helpful

	Words and forgiveness go together

	Words assist restoration

	Summary

	WHY should you communicate the sins of others?

	WHEN should you communicate the sins of others?

	HOW should you communicate the sins of others?

	Conclusion



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



